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We’re on our journey with the early Church this summer. What was it like in the early
weeks, months and years after the crucifixion, the Resurrection, the Ascension and Pentecost
occurred in a fifty-three day whirlwind. Luke, in his writing of Acts, gives us that window to
look into.

Last week we considered a man, crippled from birth, who was begging at the temple
gate, relying on the generosity and compassion of others, looking for money to provide food or
shelter. When he asked Peter and John for support, he never dreamed that they, through Jesus,
could heal him. Neither Peter nor John had money. This man had never walked. He had no
expectation, to think it even a possibility that he would walk. But in the name of Jesus Christ,
walk. Instantly, the man’s feet and ankles became strong. He jumped to his feet and began to
walk with Peter and John into the temple courts where he continued to jump and praise God. All
who saw him were filled with amazement and astonishment as others came running to catch this!

Peter immediately told the onlookers this shouldn’t surprise them, stating right up front
that it wasn’t by their own power or godliness that they made this man walk. It was Jesus that
enabled this—the power of the Risen Lord. “Not I, but Christ in me.”

Though these very people (and us) handed Jesus over to be killed—the author of life—
God raised Him from the dead to fulfil what He said would happen. We are witnesses of this. By
faith in the name of Jesus and the faith that comes through Him that gave this complete healing
to him.

The bottom line? Repent and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, “that times
of refreshing may come from the Lord. Through Jesus, God is going to restore everything. With
out the Resurrection the Church would never have come into being. The Resurrection was proof
that Jesus was indestructible and was Lord of life and death. Proof, that behind Him was God
and so a power which nothing could stop. The obligation is to repent and turn away from the old
way of life to the new. This repentance affects the past. Sins will be wiped out by God.
Repentance also affects the future, bringing times of refreshing—strength in weakness and rest in
weariness.

Today’s passage continues last week’s drama. The Gate Beautiful, where the beggar
begged, was the gate that led from the Court of the Gentiles into the court of women. The Court
of the Gentiles was the largest and busiest of all the Temple Courts because anyone of any nation
could come. This is where the moneychangers plied their trade. In short, here was where the
action was. The priests, Sadducees and superintendent of the Temple came through here. When
the crowd gathered because the man crippled from birth walked, it was inevitable that the
Temple police would arrive quickly along with the Sadducees, who were the influential, wealthy
aristocratic class. Why am I mentioning this? The Sadducees did not believe in the Resurrection



of the dead, the very truth the apostles were proclaiming. They also tried to remain on friendly
terms with the Romans in order that they might retain their wealth, comfort, prestige and power.
They were sure, if the apostles were allowed to go on unchecked, civil disorder might follow, so
this movement needed to be nipped in the bud, leading to the prompt arrest of Peter and John.

They were brought to the court of the Sanhedrin, the supreme court of the Jews,
practically all of whom were Sadducees. There were also scribes (experts in the law), Pharisees
(fanatics for the law and elders and priests.

So...when Peter spoke, it was to the wealthiest, most intellectual, most powerful people
in the land. Yet, this Galilean fisherman, stood before them more as their judge than victim. This
was the very court that condemned Jesus to death. Peter took his life in his own hands. In the
words of Achilles, where advancing meant certain death: “Nevertheless I am for going on.”

Be that as it may, the Sanhedrin walked into this leading with their chins: “By what pow-
er or by what name did you do this?” Peter chins it right back to them:

“If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked
how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: it is by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, but whom God raised from the dead, that this man
stands before you healed...Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Vs. 9-10.

There, beloved, is the Gospel in a nut shell! All healing, all life that is truly life is found
only in Jesus, and we, while we were yet sinners and therefore His enemy have been completely
saved—from sin, from death, from Satan, from hell—always and only by Jesus.

The Sanhedrin saw this remarkable courage and realized Peter and John “were
unschooled, ordinary men (have you ever been the target of arrogant, intellectualism that tries to
put you in your place? I have both in the educational system and in theological academia) they
were astonished and noted that these men had been with Jesus. And I love this, “But since they
could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could
say.” Vs.14. How about, “Wow! Praise God! Tell us more!” Nope. It’s

“What are we going to do with these men? Everybody living in Jerusalem knows that they have
done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it. But to stop this thing from spreading any
further...we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name.”Vs.16. (They
couldn’t even name the name of Jesus!)

And this just keeps getting better! When Peter and John are given this order, they
reply:

“Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. For we
cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” Vs. 19-20



And the Sanhedrin threatened them more but let them go because they could not decide
how to punish them because all the people were praising God for what happened. Heavens,
you’d never want that to happen!

The enemy attacks, the Christian defends. The enemy shows contempt. Who do you think
you are, telling us (me) what’s right or what to do? You are unlearned and ignorant—with no
special, professional qualifications. But if Christ possesses your heart, you have a real dignity
which neither academic attainment nor professional status can give.

The enemy also threatens. But we (Christians) know that anything man does to her/him is
but for a moment, while the things of God last forever. Peter and John’s defence was an
unanswerable fact. It was impossible to deny the healing of the previously crippled man. The
most unanswerable defence of Christianity is a Christian person. It’s easy to say that you don’t
believe in God. It’s quite another thing to see God living unmistakably in a person. It’s living
proof that cannot be ignored or imagined away.

The second defence is an utter loyalty to God. So, whose voice are you listening to.
Think about Nehemiah when Sanballot told him a fox running on the rebuilt Jerusalem wall
would break it down, or Shadrach, Mishach and Abednego who wouldn’t bow to
Nebuchadnezzar’s gold image.

“O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we
are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and He will
rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if He does not, we want you to know, O king, that we
will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up” (Dan. 3:16-18).

Whose voice are you listening to? The third defence is a personal experience of Jesus
Christ. Their message wasn’t fiction. They knew firsthand that it was true...so sure of it, they
were willing to stake their life on it.

And that’s what played out. Peter and John returned to their people and told what had
happened. At that point, what didn’t happen, is that they didn’t anguish or cave over what might
happen if they continued declaring the name of Jesus. They were convicted of the power of God.
They had with them the creator and sustainer of all things. When Martin Luther was threatened
by a papal envoy and asked where he would be if he continued down the same course of the
Reformation, he answered, “Then as now, in the hands of God.”

They also had the conviction of the futility of human rebellion.

“Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand
and the rulers of the earth gather together against the Lord and against His Anointed One” (Ps.
2:1-2).

That’s worth pausing on. Humanity makes defiant gestures against God, but in the
end? Right, God will prevail. Yet, we never stop individually and collectively—nationally or



otherwise fighting for all we’re worth to live any way except the way God desires us to live. We
never seem to learn. In fact, in spite of the great gains that Christianity continues to make with
each passing year—that the Gospel will be preached to all nations —in the world as a whole, we
may never have been farther from God. Secularism—Iife without considering God—keeps
pushing God further into the background so that He is not considered as worthy or credible in
addressing daily life and world issues—or so they think. But the early Church remembered Jesus
and how after suffering, He triumphed. We can be just like Him, that is, Christ. To that end they
prayed for and found courage. They didn’t pretend they could face this challenge in their own
strength. The result? The gifting of the Spirit. Promise fulfilled; they were not left comfortless.
Neither are you.

When released Peter and John returned to their people and gave them the scoop on what
happened before the Sanhedrin. They didn’t cower in fear and retreat; they pray with conviction:
“Sovereign Lord, You made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in them...
Herod and... Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel...to conspire against
Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed. They did what Your power and will had decided
beforehand should happen. Now Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak
your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs...
through the name of Jesus.” Acts 4:14, 27-30.

In today’s lingo, they doubled down in faith. In confirmation, God shook the place where
they prayed. Isn’t that special! And they were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the Word of
God boldly.

To what end? There was a sudden change, indicative of what can/should happen to
Christians. The narrative changes to the most practical of things. The early Christians never for-
got when someone didn’t have enough, everyone must help. Of course prayer was supremely
important, or course witnessing with words was supremely important but the culmination was
love of our brothers and sisters. They had an intense sense of responsibility for each other and it
awoke in them a real desire to share all they had. This wasn’t commanded; it was utterly
spontaneous. When the heart is moved to share, the society (we) become truly Christian. Try that
out this week.



